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SPORTS TALK 
asoodur 
Rehmana Vaidya 


M of Kolkata has 


sot up a world record by 
swimming the 22 
kilometer length of the 
straits of Gibraltar. It took 


Bey him four hours and twenty 

4 minutes. He has already 
crossed the English channel 

. by swimming the entire 
length, What is astonishing 





A REIGNIN 


MONARCH RETIRES 


he undeclared “King” of 
T sports was Michael Johnson 
of the united States of 
America, He reigned over the track 
events for a long period of ten 
years and has now retired at the 
age of 34, He has won a bunch of 
medals in the Olympics and was 
declared world champ five times. 
He participated in the recent 
games in Japan after which he an- 
nounced his retirement. It would be 
very difficult for anyone to. match 
his records in future, let alone beat 
them, 
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about this achievementis that 
Vaidya is lame in both legs! 

1 the triangular contest 

| now being held in South 

Africa, itis a foregone con- 

clusion that Kenya will fare 

badly. The real contest is 


between India and South 
‘Arica. The first onedayer 

went in favour of South Af- 

rica though Ganguly and Tendulkar 
played gloriously and with confidence. 
Both of 

| them hit cen- 
© turies. In spite 
of a substan- 
tial total of 279 the South Africans beat 
the Indians by reaching the target in 
the 49th over with six wickets to spare, 
In the second onedayer, Ganguly 
‘was unfortunate to be given out for a 
grounded catch. Yet there was a de~ 
cent score of 233 with Dravid being 
the top scorer at 54, Our bowlers 






made up for their poor performance 
in the first match and made it possi- 
ble for India to win by 41 runs. 
Harbajan took three wickets and got 
a ‘pat' from the skipper. It is now an 
Interesting tie and we are keeping our 
fingers crossed! 


eepavali this year is going to be a 

‘bit tough on children. A supreme 
court order says that crackers can be 
burst only between 6 and 10 p.m. and 
that crackers creating a sound of above 
125 decibels are banned. 

Boys and many gir's too who prefer 
to be thought of as being very brave will 
have some difficulty in obeying these 
orders but obey they must. So, this 
Deepavali will have less of bang and 
more of sparkle. 


Many people fee! that the sparkle is 
missing in the eyes of children em- 
ployed for producing fireworks and so 
the entire industry must be banned. But 
there are others who argue that thou- 
sands of families 
depend on this 
industry for 
their income and that they should not 
be deprived of ther livelihood. Ofcourse 
‘no one wants child labour, especially in 
this hazardous industry. But instead of 
rectiying this detect if the entire indus- 
try is to be folded up it would amount 
to cutting the nose to spite the face 


There will be sparkle in your eyes 
when your parents take you out for 
shopping, especially new clothes, which 
is 2 must for the occasion, Your sal 
vary glands will work overtime when 
you smell the nice sweets and chat your 
mother is making in the kitchen. But 
don't overeat. One gulabjamoon tastes 
the same as another and you must be 
satisfied with ust one or two. Salf con- 
trol begins atthe tongue level and if you 





have control over your taste buds 
you have controlled everything! 
Control over anger, T.V. time, play 
time, laziness, jealousy etc., comes 
easy! 


Theres one other thing. In or- 
der to really enjoy deepavali, start 
sharing a part of what you have, 
with the less fortunate. Give away 
an old shirt still usable; donate a 
few rupees to a. good cause or sim- 
ply pass on a cracker packet to a 
poor boy who cannot afford it 
These small acts done with love 
(not with arrogance) brings more 
joy than anything else during the 
festival season. 

Cover Illustration : Mahesh 
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Why are you 
aking me up? 





Here, swallow this cod iver oil; 
the best tonic. though a bit 





AMERICA UNDER 


September 11, 2001 will go down 
in the annals of American history as 
the ‘Black Tuesday’. The entire world 
joined hands in condemning the 
dastardly act of terrorism. 

The terrorists hijacked four 
American passenger planes and two of 
them crashed into the 110 storeyed 
Twin Towers of 
World Trade 
Centre while the 
third one stormed 
into the high - 
security defence 
headquarters Pentagon in Washi 
D.C. More than 5000 people of various 
countries were reportedly killed while 
the loss was estimated at billions of 
dollars 








India lost no time in not only 
extending sympathies to the bereaved 
families but also in joining the US in 
the war against terrorism. For, we 
ourselves, were victims of such 
terrorist acts. 

We have lost two of our former 
Prime Ministers. Punjab, Kashmir, 





PLEASE DON'T HATE 


Today, there is tough 
competition in every field. But all 
those who compete, cannot 
succeed. So those who fail should 





North Eastem states also incurred the 
wrath of such militant activities. Even 
the peace - loving citizens of 
Coimbatore were not spared in the 1996 




















riots 


So the need of the hour is unity. The 
entire world should stand as one and 
fight terrorism. Any country sheltering, 
aiding, harbouring or encouraging 
terrorism should be identified and 
boycotted both socially and, 
economically. The UN should stop 
extending all aids to such countries. Let 
usall pray for a peaceful world. 

-Namratha 













not hate the winner. Hate can only 
spoil us. We should develop a 
tendency to congratulate the 
winner, which will inspire us to do 
better, the next time. 

~S. Anu Lekha, Trivandrum. 





y shocked and taken 


al heard about the attack 
ante buildings of World Trade Centre 
find the Pentagon. It Was indeed 


horrible to view 
p,m 


on television. 


this is ofcourse a toss t0 the whole 


Ted, While president Bush feels 
hat it was the work of the terrorist 
‘Bin Laden, Afghanisthan has been 


stubborn in not surrenderinB Bin 


Laden, 

But, isit fairnow 
Tethat the only solution? Let's 
hope that we do not witness 

the third world wat 
= V. Geetha Priya 
Std. X, Holy Cross 
Matric. 

Dear Geetha, 
Do send us your 
dential 


rowageawar? 


complete re: 
‘address immediatelY. 


- Editor 
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BACKGROUND 
the origin of chess is still quite a 
controversial subject (some 
saying that it originated in China 
others in India and some others in 
the Arab countries, for example 
The first games that approach what 
we now consider to be Chess 
appeared around the 6th century AD 
The first precursor of modern 
chess was probably a fourplayer 
game named ‘chaturanga’ whi 
takes its name from a battle 
formation mentioned 

















was popular in India in 


the 7th century and was played with 
dice on a 64 square board. 
‘Chaturanga’ eventually evolved 
into a two-player game named 
shatrani,’ according to many 
schol: 
The initial positions of the pawns 
and knights were the same as they 
are today, but there were variations 
with the other pleces. To gain a 
victory, it was sufficient to capture 
the opponent's king. (Checkmate) 


he game spread all over the 














in the Indian epic 
Mahabharata 
Victory or defeat was 
based on one piece, 
the King. This game 







































ard and 
s were banned by kings or 

ures. King Louis the IX 
n 1254 
ally became 
wealth, knowledge, 
As a result kings 
hess became 





France 





e' as early 


ules and pieces of chess 
at a very slow rate, For 
d 1300 A.D. the 
ne ability to move two 
s first move, but 





of this took 


alternately 
te since the 6th 


kona simpk 
the 11th century, Japan and ention to be 


Eventually “chaturanga’ oF fou sae 
“shatrani s way to Eur apes 
primarily by the expansion 
Arabian empire, The oldest rx 
game appeared in the 
10th century between + Lightning Kis 
Baghdad historian ar y 

his pupil. The muslims 

also spread the game to 

North Aftica and Spain, 

Chess is said 

flourished in B 








ecame easier to 
make available to the 
joard and 





the che 





the 9th century, 
The Vikings 
spread the gam 


pieces. The king became the tallest 
piece, and was fashioned like a 
crown, The queen also grew in 
stature, around 1475, The pawn has 
always maintained its lowly stature. 


The modern set was established 
in 1835 by the Englishman Nathaniel 
Cook and was subsequently endorsed 
by Howard Staunton and became 
known as the Staunton pieces. Only 
pieces based on the Staunton design 
are allowed in_ international 
competitions today, 

In 1886 Wilhelm Steinitz became 
the first official World Chess 
Champion, ushering in the thodern 
era 














AN INTERACTION... 
Hello children! My name is 
Vijayalakshmi Subbaraman. 1 am 
extremely happy to be talking io all 
of you through this column. I am a* 
chess player and I 
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repiesent India in various 
tournaments held all across the globe 

Born on the 21st of March 1979 
in New Delhi, I am the eldest of 
three sisters, My sisters Meenakshi 
and Banupriya are also accomplished 
chess players. Infact, Meenakshi is 
ranked right behind me now at No.2 
at the National level. 





Chis is a wonderful game, 1 
‘was introduced to chess by my father 
at the age of 34%, | am sure you all 
know that chess is an indoor, board 
game played by two people. 

I played my first tournament right 
here in Chennai when | was seven 
years old, The tournament was 
organised by the Tal Chess Club, 
named after Mikhael Tal who was 
one of the greatest players ever, from 
Latvia 

T won my first tournament in 
1988, a National ttle | was also the 
first women's Grand Master from 
India. The journey for me this far 
has been-one of dedication, focus 

and rigorous training. 
——~ And this has not 

changed til date. 1 
still practice five 
hours a day! | train 
with my sister and 
father, 

Chess is a game 
that is based on 
strategy - the attack 
and the defence. While 
preparing for a 
tournament, one has to 
know the opponent's 


game very well to be sure of how to 
anticipate and tackle difficult 
situations. One needs to be very 
patient as it may take hours to 
complete a match 

Like in any other game, discipline 
is very important in chess too. 
I have had to keep myself 
physically and mentally tough. 


Tam mostly an aggressive 
player. This might be so because 
admire Gary Kasparov from Russia 
‘one of the greatest exponents of 
aggressive chess. He has been the 
world champion for the past sixtes 
years! 

Our own Vishwanathan Anand, 
also called the ‘lightning kid’, came 
close to winning the title in 1995 
while playing against Kasparov 





‘Speaking about the younger crop 
of players from India, Harikrishna 
and Koneru Humpy from Andhra 
Pradesh have done very well, Koneru 
Humpy did all of India proud when 
she became a Women's Grand 
Master recently. It is good to see 
that the game is gaining popularity 
in our country, thus making things 
easier for players, in terms of 
sponsorship. 

It is important to more away from 











Last Date : 29.10.2001 for sending 
in your questions to Mr. Vijay Siva 
The renowned musician will answer 
your questions under the insight 
column (of the December issue) on 




















HURRY UP PLEASE... 


the game once in a while. That's 
when I spend time with my family 
and find time to read. I love reading 


* National Champion 


books - both fiction and nonfiction 

They say chess is a game for the 
intellectuals. But it is really a game 
that requires planning and application 
of the mind. If youngsters like you 
were to start early, then may be, 


one day, if | am still playing, we 

could have a game together! 
Interview by : Pavithra 
Rajagopalan 





Carnatic music 
questions to 

Mr. Vijay Siva, C/o Gokulam 
(English) 47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, Chennai - 600 097. 


Address your 








GOKULAN 
NOVEMBER ‘01 


daipur is a famous city in Rajasthan 

It was once ruled by Maharana Udai 

Singh. Udai Singh was a distinguished 
ruler of the kingdom of Udaipur. He was 
born in Mewar. A nurse called Panna was 
employed to take care of the baby prince 
Udai Singh. Panna was a faithful nurse of 
the Mewar royal family. She loved the prince 
as she did her own son who was also of the 
prince's age. Infact Panna’s love for 
Udai Singh is legendary. 

When Rana Sanga, the ruler of 
Mewar, was on his death -bed, he 
called Panna. "| am on my death-bed. | 
will die soon. | am not worried about my 
life or death, But you have to look after 
my son Udai Singh the future ruler of 
the kingdom." Saying so he handed 
over the infant Udai Singh to Panna’'s 
hands and died. 









fter Rana 
A Sanga’s de- 

mise, Vikramajit 

became ruler of 
Mewar. But he failed to con- 
tinue to rule. He was not 
liked by the nobles and was 


murdered by one of them. 

Then came Banbir. It was decided that 
he would rule the kingdom until the infant 
prince Udai Singh would be old enough to 
tule the state, Banbir did not like this ar- 
rangement. He wanted to be the permanent 
tuler of the state. He planned to kill the baby 
prince. He organised a festival in Mewar. 
Royal dancers, clowns and singers were 
asked to perform before the people.Banbir 


SOKULAN 
NOVEMBER ‘01 





conspired to murder 
the baby prince 
while the people of 
Mewar were im- 
mersed in the fes- 
tivities. 

A servant of 
Panna's palace 
learnt of the horri- 
ble plot. He rushed 














in a basket and spread 
leaves over him. She 
asked a faithful servant to 

take the basket outside 

and hide it among the 
N bushes. Then she 
dressed her son in the 
prince's clothes, 
placed him in the 
prince's cot and cov- 
ered him with the lat- 
er’s shawl. She began 
to sing a lullaby - the last 
one. 

After a short while, 
Banbir came to the palace 
with a sword in his hand. 
|| He was drunk. He shouted 
angrily at Panna, "Where is 
the prince? | will kill him!" 

Panna pointed to the cot in 
which her son was fast asleep. 
Banbir smiled at her, "Good, 
lady!" he said, and killed the 
baby. The faithful Panna cov- 


ered her face with her hands to 
hide the tears. Banbir laughed 
loudly. "Now | will be on the 


ei 








throne for ever.” He went out of 

the room and began to celebrate. 

Panna rushed out of the palace and took 

the prince from the bushes and set out for a 

hamlet where she brought up Udai Singh who 

anna was later became the Maharana, or the ruler of 

greatly wor- Mewar. He built the enchanting city of Udaipur. 

fied. She be- The faithful Panna is now no more, but she 

gan to hatch a  jsimmortalin the countless folk songs and leg- 
counter plan. She ends of Rajasthan. 

putithed(itie: prince - Samiul Hassan Quadri Bikaner. 
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to Panna and told 
her all 





‘dioms appear in every language 
and English has thousands of 
them, which enrich the language 

They are most often confusing be- 

cause the meaning of the whole 

group taken together has litle, of 
ten nothing to do with what each of 
the words actually mean. For eg, "To 
let the cat out of the bag’ means to 
reveal a secret, Today, it has noth- 
ing to do with a cat but hundreds of 
years back, it did. So how did the 
above idiom originate? Centuries 
ago it was the habit in the market 
place to sell the pigs tied up in a sack 

‘or a bag. The traders discouraged 

buyers opening the bag, fearing that 


the pig may run away. Buyers would * 


merely poke the bag to hear the pig 
squeal which confirmed that there 
was indeed a pig in the bag. But at 
times dishonest salesmen, put a cat 
in the bag rather than a pig. So when 


they went home and opened the 
bag... a cat would come out of the 
bag and not a pig. So the ‘cat was 
let out of the bag!” 

while using the idiom in a sen- 
tence it would be like this: By con- 
fessing the truth Rahul finally let the 
cat out of the bag 


ou do let your hair down. 

Don't you? As children you 

‘must be doing this all the time! 
Letting your hair down means, feel- 
ing free to do what you want. Not 
allowing yourself to do something 
which may be uncomfortable. This 
idiom also originated from the past, 
when women wore their hair in 
elaborate hair do's all pinned and 
piled on their heads. This must have 
hurt a lot! So at bed time when they 
retired to their rooms, they just let 
their hair down! 


LET'S CATCH UP 
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What about ‘to get the 
sack.’ My boss gave me the 
sack today - meaning, | lost 
my job, When workmen were 
hired, the managers were 
never too sure whether they 
were returning the next day 
for work since they were paid 
daily wages. So the practice 
came about that they handed 
in their tools in a sack to avoid 
the burden of carrying them 
about. This way the manager 


ensured that all the workers came 
back for work the next day. So when 
aworker was given the sack it meant 
that he did not have to return to work 
the next day. What a clever subtle 
way to tell someone he is fired! 


ost of the idioms originated 

in England, but there are typi- 

cal American idioms too 
which originated from their culture. 
‘He is slow on the draw.’ He always 
takes time to understand. This idiom 
came from the American west of the 
1800's when one had to draw the 
gun out of the holster to defend one- 
self. 


ere are a few more idioms and 
H their origins: 
“The team returned with 


flying colours’ - A victorious army 
returned from war with colourful 








They take their origin from a thun- 
derbolt in a clear blue sky. Gener- 
ally you hear thunderbolts in a dark. 
sky but sometimes quite unexpect- 
edly you hear one in a clear sky. 


ell, 1ean go on and on, but 
W will leave you to find the 
meanings of many other idi- 

coms. Do not 


be at ‘sixes 
and sevens’ 
when you 


flags carried by the front runners. 
From a distance the people knew it 
was victory. 


ing and bury the 
Red Indians would 
literally bury all their weap- 
ons, tomahawks and hatchets in the 
ground as a sign of peace. 

“What she said was a bolt out of 
the blue. Out of the blue, she sud- 
denly came’ - Both mean that quite 
unexpectedly something happened. 





come across 
an idiom next time, look for its 
meaning. It may be like finding 
‘a needle in the haystack’ but 
get it ‘by hook or by crook’ 
Okay! I can see that you are ‘go 
ing to let off steam' so ‘let me 
draw the line’. Go ahead and 
discover the meaning of all the 
idioms I have used in this last 
paragraph! 
Jyoti Swaroop, 
Regional Coordinator, 
‘Scholastic India 
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phenomenon in Tamilnadu, 
‘of 25th September. Some people feel 
that it is due to depletion of under- 
ground water, but experts rule out 


ors occured in 
this part of the 
country which is not 
prone to earthquakes, is 
still a mystery. 


ia has come to power defeating 

Begum Hasina, in the general 
elections. From the viewpoint of In 
dia, this developmentis not a happy 
one, since Begum Khaleda and her 
Nationalist party are well known for 
their anti India stand. Though the 
‘opening remarks on both sides have 
been cordial, political analysts feet 
that it may not be so for long, 


octors connected with the 
Madras Medical Mission 


have almost performed a 
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| fl Bangladesh Begum Khaleda 





Ruling by 
per oll 


miracle. Balamurugan Williams of 
Coimbatore was strugaling for his 
life. Both his heart and lung were 
affected badly and needed replace- 
ments. He was being looked after by 
the Madras Medical Mission and 
when both the organs became avail- 
able from a clinically dead person, 
the doctors performed the rare 
double transplant successtully. 
Balamurugan is 
fast recovering 
from the opera- 
tion, 


he Supreme 
court ver- 
dict went 


against Jayalalitha 

and she had to step 
down paving the way for an M.L.A 
from her own party o take over as the 
new chief minister. Mr. Pannerselvam 
was elected unanimously by the 
AIADMK legislature party and has 
become the chief minister of 
Taminadu, though itis widely believed 
that Jayalalitha still rules by remote 
control. The supreme court in its 
judgement has said that the then Gov- 
emor Fathima Beevi erred in swear 
ing Jayalaltha in as the chief minis+ 
ter, since she was legally barred from 
standing for elections. She had been 
sentenced to two years rigorous im. 
prisonment by the special court in the 
TANSI case and hence she had lost 
her right to stand for elections 
Jayalalitha is now hoping that her ap- 
peal n he High court against the spe- 
cial court verdict will end in her favour 
and that she will be permitted to stanc 
as a candidate in a by election. 
















ing Jaya- 
balan 
and his 


ministers 
were having a 
meeting in the 
palace 

Arivili, the 
minister for 
Education 
rose to speak 
“Your Majesty" 
he said. “It 
would be nice 
if we could 
honour our 
best —stu- 
dents." 

"What hon- 
our? the king 
asked. 

"We could 
invite the two 
best students 
of our schools 
to a function 
in the palace, 
and give them 
some gifts* 
said Arivili 
‘What do 


you mean 
‘schools’ 2° 
said Ayalan 


the minister 


for Foreign At 
fairs. “We 
have only one 
school.” 
"Yes, Hareton School” said Publicity, chuckling. The ministers 
Sigainasam, the Home Minister. laughed 
“My whole family studied there.” “How do you select the best two 


"Even so, it is a good school” students?" asked Varisumai. the Fi- 
said Solmannan, the minister for nance minister. 


corutan 
wovemstr 0 BWA 














re 
ony 


The smallest fish in the world 


lives near the Phillipine Islands. 
The Pandaka Pigmy, as the fish 
Is called, is hardly larger than a 
grain of cottee. 





“By the marks they score in their 

exams ofcourse’ said Arivil. 
"What about sports then?" asked 

Tholaipesi, the minister for Com- 


munication. ‘Some outstanding 
sportsmen in the school can be 
honoured too." 





what about cul- 
id Koothaadi, the 
minister for Culture. We should 








honour good dancers, artists and 
singers.” 
“There are several prizes given 





by the school itself” said Varisumai 
“If we start giving prizes for all cat- 
egories, there will be no end to it. 
We can't afford it." 

"We can select the two best all- 
rounders" said Arivili. 

"My brother's grandson is a very 
good student® said Sigainasam 
Grinning. 

“Obviously he doesn't take after 
you" said Solmannan. 

"And anothar thing’ said Ayalan. 
“There should be no recommenda- 
tions from ministers.” 

‘Otherwise, Sigainasam's 
grandnephew will automatically 
get selected" said Ganabadi, the 
minister for Heavy Industry, who 
had been dozing till then. 
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~ Abhishek H. Nair 


“We could give a certain per- 
centage of points for their perform- 
ance in exams, some points for 
their cultural contribution, some for 
their sports activities, and so on” 
said Tholaipesi. “The two students 
with the highest total of points can 
be invited to the palace.” 

“Your Majesty, what is your opin- 
ion?” Ayalaan asked, 

The king looked puzzled. He 
blinked his eyes repeatedly. 
“Hmm... well... all this is very con- 
fusing” said the king. "Why don’t 
we select a couple of boys by 
lots?" 

“That's a brilliant idea” 
Sigainasam with an oily grin. 

“The two luckiest boys will win* 
said Ganabadi diy. 

“We thought you wanted to hon- 
our the two best students" re- 
minded Ayalaan. 

“Now you want to | 
the toss of a coin.” 
‘We can pick lots instead of 
tossing coins” suggested 
Solmannan. 

“So it will be a lottery, not a rec 
cognition of meri isn’t it?” aske 
Varisumai 

“A lottery will be fine” said 
Sigainasam. “It will be great fun." 

“Let us hope your brother's 
on will win the lottery"said 


said 





@ it all to 














“Enough of this talking” the king 
snapped. “Arivili, make the an- 
nouncement in the school.” So that 
was that. 

rivili notified the Hareton 
A School, and a day wae ited 
for the lottery. 


All the students names were 
win Sa ip ah 
eater 
reer 
jaceeeease 
Smanaees 
= 
elt 
Biers nt 
ere te 
two were not necessarily notable 
cere 
foot 
elgg ela 
ee 
from the king, Their parents were 
also invited. So were the Principal 
Greens 


bout two weeks later, a func- 


Arivili welcomed the gathering 
And there was some socialising. 
The ministers and the teachers 
chatted together, and the prize 
winning boys also joined the 
crowd. Ayalaan and Varisumai en- 
gaged the boys in conversation 

So, you are the best students 
in your school?" Ayalaan asked 

The boys looked at each other 
and blushed. 

They are very modest” ob- 
served Varisumai. 

‘Which Is your favourite sub- 
ject?” Ayalaan asked them. 

"like history" said Jejunekanth 

Geography is my favourite 
subject"said Ignoram. 

“Actualy we both like jokes” said 
Jejunekanth, 





“Jokes?” said Ayalaan and 
Varisumai together. 

'Yes. We like cracking jokes.” 
‘All right" said Ayalaan. “But 
‘coming back to geography, tell me, 
which is the longest river in the 
world?” 

“Jayabalaaru" said Ignoram. 

“That is the biggest river in our 
country” said Ayalaan. “But | am 
asking about the longest in the 
world.” 

“I have never been outside our 
country, Sir" said Ignoram. Both 
the boys laughed. Ayalaan and 
Varisumai looked at each other. 

“Why was Alexander called the 
Great?” Varisumai asked. 








“He must have been very fat, sit 
said Jejunekanth. Ignoram gig- 
gled. 

‘Ayalaan and Varisumai looked 
at each other again, smiling. “They 
certainly have good reason to be 
modest” Ayalaan said. 





Doctor: You seem to be all 
right? 

Patient: Yes, I have obeyed 
your instruction, 

Doctor: Which one? 

Patient: You advised me to 
keep the cap of the medicine bot- 
tle always closed. I never opened 
it, 


+ Suman Nandi 
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everyone to be seated. The 

principal read out a report 
about the school, and said a few 
things about Jejunekanth and 
Ignoram. 

‘And then the boys were called 
to the dais, and the king presented 
them with two packages. There 
was thunderous applause. 

Arivili rose to speak, “All of us 
here are very keen on these boys 
showing off their knowledge. So, 
would anyone like to put any ques- 
tions to them?" 

‘Ayalaan rose and said: “We are 
not sure about what fields these 
boys are experts in. So | suggest 
that they both ask each other some 
questions.” 

“That's a good idea” said Arivill 
“Jejunekanth and Ignoram, please 
ask some questions of each other.” 

The boys looked at each other 
shyly. And then Ignoram turned to 
Jejunekanth. 

"How did dinosaurs pass ex- 
ams?" he asked. 

"With — extinction” said 
Jejunekanth, There was a stunned 
silence. The two boys giggled 

"What subject is this?” Arivill 
asked. 

"Biology" said Ignoram 

"What is @ dinosaur?” the king 
asked. 

"it is @ very large animal that 
lived thousands of years ago" said 
Ayalaan 

"About sixty five million years 
ago” said Arivil 

"What is extinction?” the king 
asked 


B y that time, Arivili was calling 


“It means ceasing to exist” said 
Arivil 

“All right, ask some other ques- 
tion” Sigainasam told the boys. 

“What kind of ant is good at 
adding up?” Jejunekanth asked. 

At that point a gurgling, cack- 
ling, screeching, snuffiing noise 
was heard. The king was laugh- 
ing. 

“| get it” he spluttered. “Extinc- 
tion instead of distinction 
Ha...ha.,, ha... These boys are bril- 
lant.” He slapped his thighs and 
guffawed. Immediately Sigainasam 
started braying with laughter. 
Solmannan joined in and so did 
many others in the crowd. “Go on, 
ask more questions” the king 
said. 

"What kind of ant is good at 
adding up?" Jejunekanth asked. 

“An accountant” Ignoram said. 
The king burst out laughing again, 
clapping his hands. Sigainasam, 
Solmannan and others joined in the 
laughter. 

And so it went on. 

“What pet makes the loudest 
noise?” 

“A trumpet.” 

“Why did you buy a set of 
tools?” 

“Because everyone kept telling 
me | had a screw loose.” 

By that time the king was almost 
collapsing with laughter. 

“Which is the most used sen- 
tence in the school? 

“1 don’t know." 

“if have two noses, three eyes 
and only one ear, what will | be?” 

‘Very ugly.” 
















The 
trunk of 
‘baobab’ 
tree in 
Kenya is so 
large that 
some na- 
tives make 
their 
homes 
inside the 
hollowed 
out trunks. 
~ Abhishek 





‘Two ministers went up the dais 
and helped the king get up. He 
was rolling on the floor. 





‘Enough, enough” the king said, 
wiping tears off his eyes. “I can't 
take anymore. Make sure these 
boys are inducted into our civil 
vice as soon as they complete 
their studies" And then he walked 
away giggling 

Solmannan said “| thought 
these boys would be brilliant. But 
I've changed my mind.” 

"Good" said Sigainasam 
“Does the new one work any bet- 
ter?” 

“So we select civil servants now 
on the basis of their jokes!" said 
Ayalaan to Varisumai 

“And silly jokes, too" said 
Varisumai. “All picked up from 
some stupid joke book, no doubt.” 

“It certainly is no joking matt 
said Ayalaan, as they both walked 
away, 








- Janakan 
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BRAIN 
TICKLERS 
1. Shaila went to bed at 
8 0° Clock, She set her 
alarm for 9 0" Clock. How 
long did she sleep? 
2, How can you total 1000, 
using only eight 85? 
3. It was found that a 
person took 80 minutes to 
cover a one km. path, while 
running bare foot, But it took 
him one hour and twenty minutes to 
cover the. same length with his shoes a) as the costal region of 
on, Why? 
= Sanjeev Kumar, Age 13, St, 5. The Kaziranga game sanctuary is 


John's School, Chennai, located in this state 
6. This state is the largest producer 





















































of iron ore in India. 
THE STATE 7. A state famous for its backwaters, 
OF STATES! coconuts and scenic beauty. 
Seven Indian states are hidden inthe. Deepika Prakash, Age 13, DAV 
gtid given below. Find School, Chena 
them with the help of clues 
listed. PPE PEEP Pepa [ele 
1, This state in india [r[ofo[w[vlelefele|s[elalnlo[n 
touches the boundaries of [z[olrlwle[z]slolel[alal |r] le 
thelargest numberof other [oTw [ato [wlrfalr[elafolels[ele 
states: 
2 india has a feirly FE tefe tele tel [fe fof [wl 
adequate reserve of ['4*{*{eiuleietatrliieieieiets 
gypsum, nearly half of [¢{™le[e[e[ala[wlalr [ale [alo[a 
which is located in [mi [u]rfe[o[ufola[x[s[e[alels 
‘ wfefafm lalate tela lolalalulele 
3. This state leads the [afwlalwlo[m[alalr[alalole|s|n 
rest in the production of Ta TaTulr]alzlolxlwlotetaliirta 
Visginia tobceo. sfofafafefolv iy [e}s [2 [olo[x[« 
4. No other part of India 
receives such heavy [#{4J*|"|ulajz|s{rivle jwise} 
rainfall in winter months [@[w[+[u[a[s[i[v[afe[x[ale|i |e 
tbh PPE Eh abhi le 
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LARGEST IN THE 
WORLD 

The largest airport in the world is, 
Dallas - Fortworth Airport, in Texas, 
ULS.A. Name the largest in the world 
of the following : 

1. Continent 2. Delta 3. Gulf 4. 
Island. Lake 6, Ocean 7. Planet 8. Sea 
9. Temple 10. Tree 

- TS. Balu, Chennai. 


BLANK CHECK! 

Check the following words and use 
them to fill up the blanks in the 
sentences given below : 

1. Seabed 2. Fossils 3. Ocean 4. 
North Pole 5. Sponge 6. Sphere 7. 
Dinosaur 8.Coal 9. Desert 10. Typhoon. 

a) The is covered with ice 
all through the year. 

) The bottom of the sea is known 











°) is found deep in the 
carth and is required by steam engines. 

4) Ancient animals or plants buried 
in earth or rock become 


is found in the sea. 
i) The. is an animal which 
roamed the earth in prehistoric times. 
4) Shaped like an orange, the earth 
isabig 











“Archara Madhavan, Age 9, 
K.V., Bangalore. 


WORDS BUILDING 
Choose the proper words with the 
help of clues given tocomplete the grid. 
Across : 
1. Another word for cheat (7) 
4, Keeps the doctor away in plural 
© 
6. A wild plant with purple flowers 
‘and sharp points on its leaves (7) 
Down 
1. A young tree (7) 
2. Long sharp teeth of dog, cat etc 
© 
3. The bottom of your foot (4) 
5. Another word for ‘hurry up’ (6) 
7. A room or space under the roof 
of a house (4) 
- B. Swetha, Sri Sivaswami 
Kalalaya, Chennai. 











eA ccan be described 





as.a huge sandy place with no water or 
vegetation. 
) The largest mass of water in the 
world is known as A 
2) Astorm at sea with great intensity 
is referred to as a 
ih) An absorbent used in homes, the 


ANSWERS ON PAGE 64 
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1 VINEETA 


1 The task of Survival] 


{Wants live in organised commu- 

nities - a way of lite which offers 

‘a significant advantage for sur- 
vival, It also increases the efficiency 
as specialisation is made possible. 
One group within the community can 
bbe particularly adapted for the defence 
operations; another group may spe- 
cialise in capturing their prey; another 
in building the nests; another group in 
processing the food and yet another 
In producing and rearing the young 
ones, 

Such division of labour requires a 
well developed system of communica- 
tion, The three essential elements of 
‘any communal life - organisation, spe- 
cialisation and communication are so 
strong in the ant community that they 
appear far superior to even human 
‘community! Nane 
of the ants can 


survive for more I J ‘ 
than a few days 4 

away from the 

‘community. But 

together they 

perform the 


basic tasks of 
survival so well that they are the most strange. Their heads are shaped like 
abundantly seen creatures on the face pottie corks! 

of the earth, The ‘Legionaries' are the Army Ants 

There are about eight thousand of America. While the African Driver 
kinds of ants in the world. Some are 
large, some are small, Some are 
peaceful, some are warlike, Ants can 
be ted, black, brown, green or yellow. 
But al of them live in colonies, and all 
ant colonies have a queen. 

The ‘Carpenter Ants’ are dull black 
in colour and tunnel through newly 
dead wood and lumber. These timid 
insects forage outside at nights and 
{fed in the houses during the daylight 
hours. Some of these ants look 


__INTHEWILD | 


‘= Honey pot Ants 


























ants move in a mass, the American Le- 
gionaries run rapidly in a single file 


Most of the legionaries are practical 
blind! They live by hunting the other 
insects. The legionaries are larger than 
their sister ants and are equipped with 
‘comparitively larger pincers and jaws, 
for ripping their enemies. 








The ‘Diarymen’ ants are herders 
of aphids. They build sand mounds 
where they herd aphids and take very 
good care of them. Aphids are small 
soft bodied and defenceless creatures. 
They feed on the juices of plants, stem, 
leaves and roots, They suck more liq- 
uid than what they require from the 
plants. The surplus liquid oozes out of 
their bodies as a sweet excretion 
called the Honey Dew. The ants love 
to drink this and take good care ot the 
‘aphids just as we take care of our cat- 
tle. 


‘The Harvester ants live by gath 
ing seeds. The Texan harvesters are 
the largest of their kind. They hoard 
large quantities of small seeds in the 
store room of their mounds. If any of 
the seeds are found to have sprouted, 
they are dumped outside the nest, 
Where they grow into plants and yield 
more seeds for the ants. The harvest- 
ers usually inhabit dry regions where 
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| Weaver Ants 


the food is scarce and the competition 
is keen, They collect the seeds during 
the growing seasons and store them 
for the dry seasons. Some of the har- 
vester ants are unusually large and 
have powerful jaws to crush the seeds. 
‘Some of these ants stay in the nasts, 
‘chew the seeds and produce the Ant 
Brea! 






‘The ‘leaf cutters’ or the ‘fungus- 
growers’ are medium sized red ants 
that build a mound like nest, one foot 
wide, These ants are armed with spikes. 


for cutting the leaves and chewing 
them into a spongy mass of compost. 
These are kept in the special cham- 
bers of the nest. Fungus strands start 
to grow on these. When the ants bite 
off the strands, litle heads resembling 
miniature cauliflowers appear. This fun- 
gus can be grown by us. But they do 
Rot put out the heads unless tended 
bby the ants! Thus the ants have thelr 
‘own source of food for which there is 
very little competition. They have 
achieved the same self-sufficiency of 
the human farmers! 









+ Leaf eutters 

“Thieves and Beg- 
gar Ants’ are tiny yel- 
lowish ants that live un- 
derground, often in the 
nests of other ants, They 
make subsidiary tunnels 
in which their larger 
hosts cannot enter. In 
many nests they are tol- 
erated, even if they live 
by killing the helpless 
larvae and pupae of the 
host. They are the com- 
mon scavengers of food 
and dead insects in 





houses 
The ‘Honey Pot Ants’ have dark 
abdomen and yellowish or brownish 
heads. Because of the aridness of their 
environment, they have worked out a 
novel way of storing their food - the 
sweet juices in the flexible bodies of 
certain young workers, during the fa- 
Vourable times. These workers swell 
and swell as the nectar is poured into 
them and reach their maximum size in 
about a month. The Honey-pot ants 
spend their lives hanging as heavy bel- 
lied storage tanks from the roof of the 
nest! 
‘The ‘Slave Maker 
ants’ live by making 
off with the eggs and 
larva of the other ants, 
They rear them as 
slaves for doing their 
work! They begin their 
campaign by sur- 
rounding the ant-hill 
and attacking it. As 
the ants get ready for 
the mass escape, 
they are attacked by 
the slave maker ants 
and their young ones 
are carried away. The 


++ Carpenter Ants 































escaping ants are not killed by their 
enemies, 


here isa kind of ant found only in 
Arica and other tropical places, 
itis called the weaver or tailor 
ant. Weaver ants are as green as the 
leaves they use to make theirnest. They 
‘sew tree leaves together to form a nest 
that is waterproof. When it is done, the 
nest looks like a long, green tube. 
To join two leaves, a few weaver 
‘ants hold the leaves 
‘edges together. Other 
weaver ants hold larvae 
in their jaws. The larvae 
give off a kind of silk 
thread. When a larva 
runs out of thread, it is 
put back in the nest. A 
fresh larva is used in its 
place 
It is indeed really 
amazing that ants, one 
of the smallest creatures 
of the world, have devel- 
oped such a complex 
life-style! 
~ Visalakshi Ramani, 
Coimbatore. 
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Mow of us would deny the 
fact that we need to brush 
our teeth, comb our hair 
and wear neat clothes. But many 
of us neglect the vital part - our 
feet. Imagine our body without 
them! They carry the weight of 
our body and are an integral part 
of every daily activity 
A foot consists of 26 bones. 
These bones are held together by 
ligaments and tendons. This 
delicate structure needs proper 
care. More so in the case of 
young ones. The joy that we feel 
when we take our first steps must 
last for a lifetime, isn't that so? 
The foot needs to be protected 


OUR FIRST 


STEPS. 


by good quality shoes which are 
durable and easy to maintain 
You must use those which suit 
your lifestyle and size. If you try 
to squeeze into an undersized 
shoe because of its attractive 














‘Age of the | Change in shoe 
person __| size occurs every 
2-6 years 4-8 weeks 
6-10 years | 8-12 weeks 
10-12 years. | 12-16 weeks 
12-15 years | 16-20 weeks 
15-20 years 6 months 
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looks, you become a victim of 
heavy sprains and pain. Most 
foot faults are caused by the 
above stated reason, 

Choose shoes 
which give room 
for further 
growth of the 
feet, those 
which allow you 
to move around 
freely, 

















How often 
should you 
change your 
footwear? The 


table below will 
help you decide. 


Match your age 
and find the due 
time when you 
need to change 
your shoes 

Your respon- 
sibility does not 
end with buy- 
ing good 
shoes, They 
need proper 


















care and maintenance to enable 

them last long. Make it a habit 

to polish your shoes daily. Re- 

move excess dirt with an old 

\\. cloth and apply the polish. 
Spread it 
evenly with a 
i brush. Stuff the 
Shoes with old news- 
papers and allow them 
to dry. When they get 
soiled, wash them thor- 


oughly with liquid soap, dry them 
completely and then polish them. 

Aifter a tiring day, your feet 
are the first to give you signals 
of pain. You could soak your feet 
in lukewarm water. You could 
add shampoo or liquid soap to 
remove dirt and some salt to 
keep your feet relaxed. (You 
should have felt 
pleasant when you 


stood in the salty 
waters of Marina 
beach). 

Then, towel dry 


your feet and remove 
the dirt between your 
toes and in your nails, 
This foot care regime 
will help you get rid 
of fungal infections 
caused by dirt 
Another important 
point - never grow 
your toe nails as 
‘grown nails are more 
prone to absorb dirt. Keep them 
neatly trimmed! 

Just a little care will help us 
to have healthy feet. In fact, we 
cover a distance equal to going 
around the world 7 times, in our 
lifetime with these feet! So the 
next time you find someone with 
an ill-maintained foot, be sure to 
share these tips with them, 


- R.Gayathridevi, 
‘Chennai. 
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Avs sims, SPACE STATIONS 
a=: GND SATELLITES 


space for long periods. 

It orbits around the earth and may serve rockets. Larger space stations are as~ 
as an observatory, laboratory, factory, Sembled in space. Rockets or space 
workshop, warehouse or fuel de- 

pot. Space crafts are used to 

transport people, food, water, 





equipment and mail between the 
earth and the space station. /. 
THE ASSEMBLY ies” 


‘Small space stations can be built on 
earth and launched into space by large 










shuttles 
carry modules 
or sections of the 
station into 
space, where the 
astronauts assemble 
them. 


THE TASK 
The main tasks of the 
space station crew involve 








scientific research. & 
These include study of 
stars and planets, inves- 
tigation of the earth's sur- 
face etc. Astronauts aboard 
the space station have to devote their 
time for the expansion of space station, 
its assembly and repair work. 


THE ENERGY 
Space stations derive their en- 
exgy from sun light. Solar pan- 
els protruding out from the 
station capture solarenergy A 


* Communication 
Satelit 





and store it for future use. 


MAJOR SPACE 
STATIONS 
Salyut - launched by the Soviet 
Union on April 19, 1971, it consisted of 
a single module with one docking por. 
Skylab - launched by the United 
states of America by a Satur 5 booster 
on May 14, 1973, it had an attached air 
lock module, docking port and solar tel- 
escope. It fell from orbit in July 1979. 
MIR - MIR meaning peace, was 
launched by the Soviet Union on Feb 20, 
1986. It had 2 docking ports and 


batches. Recently it was felled 
trom its orbit. 

Alpha - Jointly developed by 

the United States of America, 

Canada, Japan, Russia and the 

european agency - Euro space, 

it could house a six 

member crew and was 

+ Earth resource Sate 


fully equipped 
with a laboratory. 

‘An artificial satellite - is a manu- 
factured object that continuously orbits 
the earth or some other body in space. 
Most artificial satellites orbit the earth 
and are utilized to study the universe, 
help forecast the weather, transfer tel- 
ephone calls over the oceans, assist the 
navigation of ships and aircraft, moni- 
tor crops and resources and observe the 
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* Skylab 


See. 


a 








movements 
of military 
equipments 
on the earth. 
Artificial satel- 
lites have also 
been utilized to or- 

bit the moon, sun, 

Venus and mars, They 

gather information about 

the bodies they orbit. Today there are 
more than 2000 satelites orbiting the 
earth. 

A satellite remains in orbit because 
of the balance betwen two factors - 

4. The satellite's velocity which pre- 
vents the satellite from being pulled 
back to the earth. 

2. The gravitational force between 
the satellite and the earth which pre- 





yA 


vents the satelite trom flying away from 
earth into space, 

Weather satellites - 
They help the scientists 
study the weather pat- 
tern and forecast the 

weather. They gather 

detailed infor- 
mation about 
earth's cloud 
cover, tem 
perature, 
air pres- 
sure, pre- 
cipitation 

and chemical 
composition of the atmos 

phere, These satelites also receive 
distress signals from ships and planes. 


Communication Satellites - They 
serve as relay stations, receiving audio 
signal messages from one location and 
‘ransmiting them to another, These are 
Now part of world wide communication, 
They are used to relay television pro- 
grams and telephone calls. 


Navigation Satellites - These enable 
ships, aircrafts and land vehicles any- 
where on earth to determine their loca~ 
tion. These satellites send out radio sig- 
nals that are 
received by 
computer- 
ised receivers 
carried on the vehi- 
le. 





Earth Resource Satellites - 
They are used to map and monitor 
our planet's resources. They relay back 


LE + wr space station 


pictures of the earth taken 
infra red cameras. 


by several 


Military Satellites - These include 


weather, communications, 
‘and earth observation satellt 


navigation 
tes used for 


military purposes, Some military satel- 
lites called spy satellites can even lo- 


cate the launch of missiles. 


All Satellites are equipped with tel- 
‘escopes, cameras etc to carry out their 


mission. They utilise sola 


r energy. A 


satellite is monitored and controlled by 
a satellite control centre. Usually a sat- 
elite is abandoned after its use and it 
‘may slowly fall towards the earth. But 
before striking the earth it burns off in 


the earth's atmosphere. 


‘The future, without doubt has provi- 
sion for better and more powerful sat- 
elles. Maybe, some day we may even 

receive signals from a distant world. 
Till then, lets wait and watch! 
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run, Std Xi, 
jar School, 
Trivandrum 


* Solar Max 
Satellite 
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cE 
ge POWER OF HOPE 


Itwas a sunny day in 
the month of May. | was 

sitting crouched on the sofa, 
desperately trying to dial the KBC 
Junior number. As usual, the line 
was busy. But | was not 
disheartened. I went on dialing, To my 
utter surprise, | passed through anc 
was invited to audition for the show at 
Mumbai. 

Accompanied by my mother, | 
arrived on the KBG the next day. 
Unfortunately, | failed to make it to 
the ‘Hot Seat. | returned to Patna, 
feeling defeated, For almost two 
days | couldn't concentrate nor 
eat properly. 


The 






A tew days later, 
still feeling 


Unforgettable ....:: 
Magic SHOW iii a 






















glooniy, | was out in the garden sitting 
‘on the bench, when | saw Mr. Joshi my 
‘neighbour taking a stroll in his garden. 
Mr. Joshi was tall and well built and very 
kind-hearted by nature. |told him about 
my KBC failure. He paused to think for 
awhile and then said gently, ‘Beta, don't 
ever give up hope. Come, let's go fora 
long walk.” He told me about the failures 
‘and successes he had faced in his life, 
On the way, we stopped atthe entrance 
of a grand house. He rang the bell. The 
door was soon opened by a tall, lean 


was 


holidays. We 


were out at the 


went to a magic show 


over there. Our seats were in the last row. The show started 





and the magician did many 
tricks. For one of the tricks, he 
called for a small boy to 
volunteer. No one seemed to be 
ready. But my brother Shankar, 
put his hand up. The magician 
called him 


My brother went up to the 

































man. Mr, Joshi introduced him, “This 
is Mr. Sinha my friend.” We went to the 
dining hall and Mr. Joshi introduced me 
to. boy of my age who was sitting there. 
His name was Piyush. | talked to Piyush 
for an hour or so. | found it difficult 
communicating with Piyush because he 
couldn't speak in a normal manner. | 
soon realized the poor boy was a 
spastic. felt very sorry for Piyush. 

Later Mr, Joshi explained that he had 
taken me to see Piyush because he 
‘wanted to show me the power of hope 
in that boy. 

When I returned home, | realized 
What Mr, Joshi was trying to tell me all 
that morning. I then understood that one 
‘must never let failures stop one from 
‘trying again and again. | am still trying 
for the KBC contest. Thanks to Mr. Joshi 
and Piyush. 

- Siddhant A. Johannes, Std. VI, 
‘Don Bosco’s Academy, Patna. 


‘AN EXCITING TRAVEL EXPERIENCE 
had gone for a trip to Kodaikanal 
during summer vacation, with my family 
and relatives / cousins. On our return 
journey, we started two hours ahead of 
time. On the way, we stopped for tea. 

It started raining. We waited for a 
while. Then we started again. It was 
soon raining very heavily. After we 
travelled quite a distance, the van 
‘stopped again. A huge tree had fallen 
cn the road blocking it completely. There 
were aline of vehicles in front of us and 
none seemed to be in a hurry to move. 











stage. The 
magician | _ A ew people gotinto action. Some local people were called 
asked his | to remove the fallen tree. A few branches were felled, allowing 


the way for vehicles to move. But the vehicles had to move in a 
single file and the going was very slow. We shouted in joy when 
our driver started the engine at last, but our joy was short ved. 
We drove fast and when we were a minute away from the station, 
‘we saw our train leaving the station. We had to stay back fora 
day at Dindigul and we reached Chennai the next day in atwelve- 
‘seater van. 

Thinking back, | feel that we had been saved that day, 
though we missed the train. For, had we not stopped for tea, 
we would have probably reached the very spot at the 
‘exact time when the tree fell! 
~ Ashwin Kumar, 12 years, 
ni Foundation School, 


name and 
gave him a 
straw. He 
kept a pepsi 
bottle on a 
table at a 
distance of 
about one 
foot away 
from him, The 
magician told 
him to suck 


through the straw. Hira 
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He started sucking and the pepsi 
inside the bottle began to de- 
crease in quantity. | couldn't 
believe it, because my brother 
can never drink a soft drink so 
fast. Everyone in the hall 
clapped 


The magician then blind 
folded my brother's eyes. 
covered him with a blanket and 
put him on a table horizontally. 
He then said some magical 
words and took out the table 
beneath. Shankar was lying on 
air! I couldn't believe my eyes 
I could see my father sweating 
and my mother tensed up. For 






Development of the letter A, the 
first letter of the alphabet. 

The ancient Egyptians, about 
000 B.C. drew this symbol of an 
ox’s head. 

The Semites simplified the 
Egyptian symbol about 1500 B.C. 
They called their letter aleph, thei 
word for ox. 

The Phoenicians, about 1000 
B.C. modified the Semitic letter. 

‘The Greeks adapted the letter 
about 600 B.C. They calledit alpha 
and made it the first letter of the 
alphabet. 

‘The Romans gave the letter ‘A’ 

its present form about A.D. 114. 

















THE LETTER 


- V. Ashvin, Mumbai. 


thirty seconds I was frozen with 
fear. The magician then put the 
table back and helped Shankar 
get down from the table. He 
unfolded his eyes. There was 
an applause from the audience. 
As Shankar came back to his 
seat, many people enquired 
whether he really drank pepsi 
and whether he really floated 
on air. For everything he said 
Yes! Yes! Yes!” We all 
congratulated him for his 
courage. | can never forget this 
incident in my life. 
- S. Ranjani, 
Std. X, St. James 
Matric, Trichy. 


“A? 


see, 
uv 
ab 
A 
A 





WHOLE MINT DRINK 

Ingredients : 

‘A bunch of Mint leaves, fresh 
(Pudina) 

4 tsp - sugar 

% tsp - kala namak 

1 tsp - Jaljeera Masala 

Juice of 2 large lemons 

‘pinch each of salt, pepper 

Method : Mix mint leaves in 
6 glasses of water. Pass 
through a sieve. Add 
lime juice & other spices 


to the extract & blend. 
Serve chilled with 
crushed ice. 


- H.S. Bhargavi, age 15, 
Std X, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Nagpur. 


Bread Crisplings 

Ingredients: 

5:10 6 slices of Bread 

'50 gms gram flour (Besan) 

200 gms sugar 

ail or ghee for frying 

Method: 

Cutout the comers of the bread and. 
make the bread soft by dipping in wa- 
ter fora few seconds. 

After some time grind itn a mixie. 

Take out the mixture and mix with 
the gram flour and make a fine dough. 
(\fitbecomesa ite sticky you can add 
a few drops of oil to the dough). Make 
small balls 

Put the sugar in a pan and make 
sugar syrup by adding some water and 
boiling. 

Heat ol in a kadai and fry the small 
balls made out of the dough till golden 
brown, 

Take the fried crispies and put them 
in the sugar syrup, 


Budding Chef 





SNACK TIME 


When they are finely soaked in the 

syrup take them out and serve in a 
plate. 

= G.J. Roopmathi Std X, 

St. Gregorias school, 

New Delhi - 110 058 


ROTI FRY 

Ingredients: 

Rots - 4 

Finely chopped onions - 2 

Grated Carrot - 1 

Grated Cabbage - % cup 

Garam Masala - % tsp 

Salt to taste 

Oil to try. 

Method : Heat the pan with oil. Fry 
the ofions. When golden brown, add 
the grated carrot and cabbage. Fry for 
two minutes. Cut the rotis into small 
pieces and add to the mixture with salt 
and garam masala. After trying for a 
minute serve hot with sauce. 

- P. Uthara Priyadharshini, 
Std VIII, K.V. Airfore 
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SCENES OF GOA 





Gitanjali 

Qn a vist to London 
in 1912, Rabindranath 
Tagore forgot his brief- 
case containing the 
manuscript of the 
english translation of 
the Gitanjali in an un- 
derground railway 
coach, He subse- 
quently contacted the railway au- 
thorities and got it back the very 
next morning from the Lost Prop- 
erty Office. The next year he won 


THE TITAN AND 









THE nage 
: son went to 
the Nobel the speci- 
Prize. (199 Place 
and lifted 

The Divine Comedy the blind. On lifting it, he saw a 


When Dante died in 1321, parts 
of the manuscript of his master- 
piece “The Divine Comedy" were 
missing. His sons searched the 
whole house for the missing pages 
but could not locate the papers. 
They had given up the hope when 
Jacopo one of his sons had a 
dream in which he saw his father 
dressed in white and bathed in an 
ethereal light. He asked the vision 
if the poem had been completed. 
Dante nodded and showed his son 
a secret place in his old chamber. 

Taking a lawyer friend as a wit- 
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small window and found all the 
missing papers there. The Divine 
Comedy became complete there- 
alter. But for a ghostly vision in a 
dream, one of the world’s greatest 
poems would have remained un- 
finished. 


The Scarlet Letter 

When Nathaniel Hawthorne was 
dismissed from his government job 
in the customhouse in 1849, he 
went home in despair. His wife lis- 
tened to his tale of woe, set pen and 
ink on his table, lit the fire, put her 


arm around his shoulders and 
said 

“Now you will be able to write 
what you have been wanting to 
write all these years” 

Hawthorne followed his wife's 
advice and enriched english litera- 
ture with “The Scarlet Letter” 





The Titan and Titanic 

In 1898 a popular science fic- 
tion writer by name Morgan 
Robertson wrote a science fiction 
called “Futility”. It told the story of 
a great unsinkable luxury ship 
named “Titan” which unfortunately 
sank on its maiden voyage hitting 
an ice-berg in the North Atlantic 
ocean. 

14 years later in April 1912, Brit- 
ish luxury liner, The Titanic met dis- 
aster. 


During its maiden voyage, the 
great ship ‘Titanic’ designed and 
built as “unsinkable" hit against an 
iceberg in the same North Atlantic. 
Ocean when many lives were lost. 
It is astonishing that many other 
similarities exsist between the Ti- 
tan and the Titanic, as could be 
seen from the following details. 
Probably this is a rare instance of 
fiction becoming fact 


TITAN (1898, FICTION) 


Ship length 800 feet 
Tonnage 75,000 tons 
Propellors 3 
Speed at impact 25 knots 
Number of 

passengers 3000 


Number of lifeboats 24 


Month of sinking April 

Place of sinking North 
Atlantic 
Ocean 


TITANIC (1912, FACT) 


Ship length 882 feet 

Tonnage 66,000 tons. 

Propellors 3 

Speed at impact 23 knots 

Number of 

passengers 2507 

Number of lifeboats 20 

Month of sinking April 

Place of sinking North 
Atlantic 
Ocean. 


Source: New Swatantra Times. 
-B.M.N. Murthy, Bangalore. 
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I was a sunny day as a crowd 
of villagers in Jasinapur sat 
under the shade of a huge banvan 
tree, This was their usual meeting 
place, a place where they chatted 
as the idle hours sped away. 
That particular day, they were 
discussing about gods, deities and 
various beliefs that some people 
had. Just then, a man passing by. 
stood for a few moments listening 
to their conversation, He then 
walked up to them and smiled 
merrily, "lam dayanthan. 1 am 
an archaeologist. If you don't 
mind, I'd like to join you in your 
discussion” he said. The villagers 
nodded and he sat on a large 
stone amidst them, Jayanthan 
was carrying, a large picture 
wrapped in paper, in his arm: 





OSKWANG 


The villagers looked at the picture 
and wondered what it was. The 
villagers waited for Jayanthan to 
speak. 

“Friends, I'd like to show you 





something”, said Jayanthan, 
unwrapping the paper, He 
revealed the picture. As the 


villagers looked at it, wanting to 
hear more Jayanthan continued 
“This is a picture of a famous 
deity in Persia called “Oskwanga. 

And this, I got from my friend 
who owns an antique shop there. 
This deity has its own speciality. 
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Ala 


The tribals who 
worshippec ‘his, 
used to say’ that 
the deity grew twice its size, 





every full moon day, At first, 1 
thought that it was all just 
superstition. But everytime 1 
looked at this picture, | was 


tempted to visit this place. 

“As days went by, I couldn't 
stay still for another moment, 
and it appeared to me that the 
picture called me, Unable to tear 
it any longer, | wrote a letter to 
my friend and announced that | 
was coming to Persia 

“When I reached Persia, | was 
welcomed by my friend. I told 




















him that I wanted to know more 
about Oskwanga. But my friend 
told me that he did not know 
anything more. He also said that 
Twang-se-Hou, a Chinese traveller, 
was the one who had given him 
the picture, and that the traveller 
lived in an inn in Persia 


“Soon 1 was sitting with 
Twang-se-Hou, talking about the 
deity Oskwanga, | asked Twang 
se-Hou, where the Oskwanga was 
found, Twang-se-Hou, was an 
elderly man, in his late sixties 
He had a’ wizened face and 
slanting eyes, His brows roseup, 


fon being questioned about 
Oskwanga. He said, that in 
the fareast of Persia, there 
‘was a small village called 


Swisikag. The tribal 
people in that village 
called Swisiks, 


worshipped Oskwanga, 
He explained that he 
had been given the 
picture of Oskwanga as a gift 
by the tribal chief. 1 asked 
‘Twang-se-Hou, whether he 
had seen the miracle of 
Oskwanga growing twice 
its size, but Twang-se- 
Hou shook his head sadiy. 
The tribal chief had told 
him that, only the people 
of their village could see 
it, and outsiders were not 
permitted to see the miracle. 1 
asked the way to the village of 
Swisikag. Twang-se-Hou as he 
gave directions, warned me that 
the Swisiks were dangerous 
people. 


“T pondered over everything 
that Twang-se-Hou had told me. 
I made up my mind to set off 
to Swisikag, So, early next 
morning, | left my inn and 
travelled towards the village 

“The next night I reached, the 
outskirts of the village adjacent to 
Swisikag. That was where | met 
a man who lived in a small hut 
His name was Skibara. He was 
interested in seeing the Oskwanga, 
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as much as I was. Much to my 
delight, he agreed to accompany 
me. We started making plans. It 
was a full moon night 


“According to our plan, 
Skibara and I travelled through a 
short cut, through dense thickets, 
which Skibara claimed, to be the 
way, and through which he had 
always travelled in secret. It was 
already dark and the moon had 
not appeared yet. It seemed 
several hours had passed since 
we were crawling through bushes, 
when atlast Skibara tugged at me 
excitedly, Soon | saw a group of 
tribals dressed in weird clothes. 
But 1 was more eager to see 


Oskwanga. So 
we both climbed 
up a tree and as 
we waited up there, 
my heart beat with 
excitement. 
“Just as the moon 
appeared brightly, 1 
craned my neck to have 
a better look at 
Oskwanga. But at that 
‘moment, a strong gust 
of wind blew, raining 
dust, leaves and 
twigs. We were all 
blinded. As the 
wind howled, 1 
could hear the 
angry shouts of the 
tribals yelling _ that 












“(phi 


intruders were in their village. 


“Soon tribal men ran about 
with spears in search of us, since 
we were the intruders. The storm 
blew more furiously and I slipped 
down from the tree and fell with 
a thud, I could hear the tribals 
rushing towards me. I could feel 
someone pulling me. I let out a 
yell, To my relief | found that it 
was Skibara. Soon we were both 
running wildly, with the tribals 
following closely behind us. 


“Siibara_ skillfully led me 
through the thick forest and 
before long, the tribals lost track 
of us and we were sitting in 
Skibara’s hut drinking tea.” 


Ati the time as Jayanthan was 
telling the story, the villagers were 
listening open mouthed. “What 
happened?” “Didn't you see the 
miracle?” Questions were fired by 
the villagers. 

Jayanthan slowly folded back 
the picture. He wrapped it back 
in paper and got up to leave. 
“Friends, there are two important 
things to say. One is that I was 
not able to see the miracle of 
Oskwanga.” Soon Jayanthan 
started walking away. 

The villagers sat puzzled and 
astonished and there was no doubt 
that they were completely taken by 
the story. At that time a villager 
stood up and yelled at Jayanthan, 
“And what about the other 
important thing?” 

Jayanthan turned and smiled at 
them. “Oh! I forgot. The other 
important thing is... that this picture 
is the painting of an archaeological 
finding and I'm taking it to show 
it to my friend, Actually I made up 
the whole story of Oskwanga during 
the course of my journey.” 
Jayanthan smiled again and 
continued his journey. 

The villagers sat dumbfounded 
staring at each other, feeling that 
they could have pounced on 
Jayanthan. But soon they had a 
hearty laugh, as they had enjoyed 
the exciting tale of Oskwanga. 

- Rama Ramesh, Age 16, 

Prince Matriculation Higher 

Sec. School, Chennai. 
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he beautiful state of Goa is 
T seen facing the Arabian 

Sea on the Konkan Coast 
A place well known for it's nu- 
merous beaches and churches, 
not forgetting the famous Portu- 
guese monuments. 

Goa is a tourist spot and 
about three lakh people inhabit 
this small state of Goa. The main 
occupations of the people are 
fishing and sometimes farming. 
Goa is divided into two parts 
i.e. North Goa and South Goa. 
Their chiet food is fish curry and 
rice. Goa is famous for it's 
cashew fenny and port wine 
Both the former and the latter 
are exported throughout the 
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world. 


neient Goa is a beautiful 

village (a man made 

Goan village) which 
shows how Goa was in the an- 
cient times - at the time of the 
Portugese rule. A Portuguese 
gentleman built this village. The 
making of fenny, a farmer's hut, 
the landlord with his account 
book, a cobbler, a fisherman's 
hut, an old Portugese style 
house, a Portuguese bar, the big 
foot legend and the sculpture of 
St. Mira Bai are some of the 
exibits. This sculpture of St. Mira 
Bai is carved out of a single 
laterite rock and is the longest 





sculpture of it's kind 
found a place in the Limca Book 
of World Records. 

Apart from the sculpture of 


It has’ 


Mira Bai, the statues of Ma- 
hatma Gandhi and Abbey Far: 
tier (the father of hypnotism) are 
seen in South Goa 


s mentioned earlier 
Goa is famous for it's 
beaches. Most of the 


beaches are seen in North Goa 
The beaches seen in Goa are 
Miramar beach, Colva beach, 
Dona Paula, Aguador Fort 
beach, Anjuna beach and Coco 
beach to name a few. 

Dona Paula is a beautiful 





place with scenic beauty. Itis a 
beach with a rich history behind 
it. Dona means Ms. in Portu- 
guese. The legend is that Ms. 
Paula was in love with a fisher- 
man. But their love did not ma- 
terialize. Due to this she com- 
mitted suicide by jumping into 
the sea. Hence this beach is 
named after her and a statue 
has been erected in her 
memory. 
Colva beach is the third long- 
Soxvtan 49] 
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est beach in India. It is famous 
for the beautiful and clear view 
of sunset and so can rightly be 
called as ‘The Sunset Point 
The Aguador Fort is famous 
for it's Dolphin Cruise besides 
being famous for the Fort. The 
fort is an architectural wonder. 
Itis also said to be the central 
jail, The cells in this jail can 
more rightly be called as dun 
geons, Prisoners are still seen 
in these dungeons. The fort 
faces the beautiful Aguador 
beach. This beach is famous for 
it’s dolphin cruise. The dolphins 
are not spotted always but the 
lucky tourists do get to see 
them. During the cruise we also 
see a beautiful seventy five 
crore worth bungalow! This bun- 
galow belongs to a diamond 





‘Teucher: Mohan, name five 
things that contain milk. 

Mohan : Butter,cheese, ice 
cream and two cows! 


- Sona Sujanan 
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merchant and smuggler from 
Mumbai! 


njuna beach is famous for 
A it's flea market. It is said 

that when foreign tourists 

who come to Goa run out 
of money, they sell their belong- 
ings. This is done every 
wednesday and is called the 
flea market. Mostly foreign tour- 
ists frequent this beach. In ear- 
lier days all drug deals used to 
take place in this beach 


anjim - the beautiful capi- 
tal city of Goa is worth 
seeing. It is here that we 
get to go on an hour-long 
cruise. This hour is filled with 
singing and dancing. The 
Goans dance to the tunes of 
their folk songs (mando in 
konkani). An entertaining expe- 
rience indeed. These cruises 
are called the sunset cruise. 
During the cruise we get to see 
the sunset. But the sunset is not 
as clear as that of the colva 
beach 
| would conclude by saying 
that be it the sculpture of St 
Mira Bai or the statues of Gan- 
dhi and Abbey Farrier or may it 
be anything related to history or 
nature; definitely Goa can be 
rightly called ‘a paradise on 
earth.'(Poster pages 40-41) 
- Manisha Pereira, Std X 
St. Michael's Academy Chennai 














55 We are happy that Gokulam 
encourages children to write 
articles on any topic on their own, 
The publication of these articles 
encourages the children very much and 
is one of the ways to develop their 
vision, 

+S. Madhavan, Bangalore 


© T have been reading Gokulam 
now for the past five years. Itis a 
boon forthe youth. It is a super 
star! 
+ K. Saravanan, Age 13, 
- Michaels Academy, Chennai. 


£23 [have improved my standard of 


My sister reads 


English by reading Gokulam regularly 
- Sai Deepak, Std. IV, Saikor 


‘School, Vizianagaram. 





2 Hove reading Gokulam. Itis not 
only a book of fun but it also shows us 
the right path of living, Itthus improves 
the capability of succeeding in life 

= Sonia, Std. VIII, Asan 
Memorial School, Chenni 





2 Gokulam is a book of fun, 
knowledge and information. Although 





‘Student : Would you punish someone for 


‘something he didn't do? 
Teacher : Ofcourse not, 


Student : Thank God! | haven't done my 


homework. 


=Mayura S. Dhapare, Age 12, VPM's B.A. Tol 
English High School, Mumbai. 
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U Gees 

J am in college now, I don’t find this 

book confined to school children. I still 

consider it a pleasure to read this 

magazine. 

= Kajal Contractor, Std. XI, 
Podar College, Mumbai. 


2 Dear uncle, 

I read Gokulam. I like ‘Balu the 
Bully’ and ‘Apu and Kuku’, I colour 
it, My sister Namratha reads all the 
stories and jokes to me: 















































Hello, Doctor! 





@ MX. Dhaval, Mysore-6 

2 What is yellow fever? How es 
‘be treated and prevented? 

1 Yellow fever is a viral disease. 
‘Arbovirus’ causes it. The Aedes aegypti 
mosquitoe carries the viruses from one 
person to another. The mosquito bite 
transmits them. The virus damages many 
body tissues especially the liver and 
kkidneys. As a result of this damage, urine 
‘output is reduced and the liver cannot 
function properly. Yellow bile pigments 
‘gather in the skin, make the skin yellow 


it 















and give the disease its name. Severe 
headache, fever, vomiting, jaundice, 
tiredness and bleeding from the gums and 
stomach are some of the symptoms. There 
is no specific treatment available for 
yellow fever but a vaccine is available to 
prevent it. It is under control in our 
country. 

@ M.Asma Banu, Che 

? How is goitre caused? 
be cured? 

1 Goitre is a condition in which the 


ai-14 
How can it 
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WHAT IS 


thyroid gland becomes enlarged. The 
‘gland is situated in the neck, just below 
the voice box on the front side. It cannot 
be seen or palpated in a normal person. 
Shaped like a butterfly, it has two lobes, 
fone on either side of the windpipe. 

‘The thyroid gland takes up iodine from 
the blood to form a hormone called 
thyroxine. This hormone regulates growth 
and metabolism, the process by which the 
body turns food into energy and living 
tissue. 

Goitres may develop in two ways. In 
the first type, the activity of the thyroid 
gland is less while the size of the gland 
increases and appears like a tumour in the 
neck. This is called goitre. This condition 
‘of low activity of the thyroid is called 

hypothyroidism’ or “myxoedema’, In the 
second type, the activity of 
the gland is more and it 
leads to a condition 
called 


“hyperthyroidism” or ‘Grave's Disease’. 

Lack of iodine in the diet is the main 
‘cause of goitre formation. The symptoms 
‘of hypothyroidism are puffiness of the 
face, swelling of the legs, extreme 
Sensitivity to cold, loss of hair in 
eyebrows and drying and scaly 
appearance of the skin, Patients suffering 


from hypothyroidism become physically 
and mentally sluggish and may gain 

















Dr.G.Ganesan, Rajapalayam.| 












weight. The use ofiodised salt in food can 
prevent the disease. Proper intake of food 
items like fish, green vegetables and milk 
‘will fulfill the body's iodine requirements. 
In hyperthyroidism, the thyroid gland 
produces too much thyroxine and the 
thyroid may enlarge to form a goitre. The 
symptoms of hyperthyroidism are 
“popping up’ of eyes, rapid heart beat, 
trembling of fingers and weight loss. 
Various drugs are used to normalise the 


FEVER? 


activity of the thyroid gland depending on 
its cause. Patients suffering from 
hypothyroidism can be given thyroid 
extract in the form of tablets to 
supplement the lack of thyroid fun 
Patients suffering from hyperthyroidism 
are treated with drugs, surgery or 
radioactive iodine which slows down the 
thyroid’s activity 

@ Abhishek Kumar, Jamshedpur-15 





2 What is diphtheria? How does it 
‘occur? How can we prevent it? 

! Diphtheria is a childhood 
disease. I isan acute contagious 
disease caused by the bacterium 
“Corynebacterium Diphtheriae”. 

These bacteria produce a toxin 
which enters into the blood and 
body fluids. It damages the heart 
and central nervous system. The 
germs also produce a false 
membrane on the throat which 


bleeds on touch. The 
membrane interferes with 
eating, drinking and 


breathing. Itcan also occur in 
other body tissues. Lymph 
glands in the neck swell and the neck 
becomes edematous. If left untreated, it 
is often fatal causing heart and kidney 
failure. 

‘Treatment isthe isolation of the patient 
and administration of diphtheria anti 
toxin, antibiotics, intravenous fluids and 
fan adequate diet. Bed rest is also very 
important. A vaccine called “DPT vaccine 
(Triple antigen vaccine) is available against 
diphtheria, Its usually given in the age of 
143, 284, 39% months and then the booster 
doses of vaccine are given in the age of 1¥% 
years, 3¥% and $ years. It gives lifelong 
immunity to the disease. 

@ V. Akila, Chennai-97 

? What is nausea? How can we 
prevent it? 

1! Nausea is a sensation of vomiting 
‘and it often leads to the urge to vomit. 
‘There are several causes for it, Stomach 








and intestinal problems, food 
poisoning, motion sickness, ear 
problems, emotional stress and 


pregnancy are some of them. Many 
drugs are available to prevent nausea. 
You can consult your family doctor 


whenever you need them, 
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The Cuchi 
tumels of 





I of us 
have heard 
about the Viet- 
nam War. The 
Vietnamese’s fight 
against the mighty 
Americans - the 
David and Goliath 
fight. How did they 
win their war? What 
paved the way for 
their freedom? It was 
the ‘cuchi tunnels’, 
which enabled them to 
‘ree their country from 


‘thejaws ofthe Americans. ~~. jnside the tunnels Foreign visitors to Vietnam are 


The tunnels of Cuchi, 

70 kilometer northwest of down town Ho 
Chi Minh, are a well-known historical ves 
tige of the Vietnamese revolution. These 
tunnels are underground dug-outs of over 
200 Kms long consisting of many layers. 
with meeting places, living quarters and 
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“The entrance 
fighting arenas, 

|n each layer they had their stor- 
age of food and ammunition, a tem- 
orary hospital, a surgery room 
and a kitchen also! The Vietnam- 
ese stayed in the tunnels for many 
weeks and made sudden attacks 

against the Americans, 
The Americans 


ccould neither enter the tunnels as 
its mouths were very narrow for 
them nor could they face their 
surprise attacks. 

‘The tunnels represent the will, 
intelligence and pride of the peo- 
ple of Cuchi and symbolize the 
revolutionary heroism of Vietnam, 





welcomed to Cuchi to understand the 

hard and protracted struggle of the Viet- 

amese people as well as their keen de- 

sire for everlasting Peace, Independence 
and Happiness. 

-G. Srinath, K.V. Panvel, 

New Bombay. 








Children Love it; 
Teachers Recommend it. 


Dear parents, 

Make sure your children possess a copy of Gokulam. It will most 
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‘his giant ant eater 
is a mammal and 
lives in the rain 


forests of America, Its 
staple diet is ants and 
termites. The tail of this 
animal is lengthy and bushy, while the head Is thin and long. It has no teeth in its 
narrow mouth and when it ies down its furry tall covers it to give warmth, 

‘The tongue of the giant anteater is extremely long and is attached to the chest 
bone, The tongue is always 
covered by asticky substance and 
may extend even upto 62 cms. The 
animal inserts its tongue into ant 
or termite hills when the insects 
get stuck to the tongue. It then 
withdraws the tongue to make a 









fine meal of the insects. 


The nails of the ant eater are strong and 
BE” hook like and are capable 
of destroying even the biggest ant hil 









Leopards are the greatest enemies of 
the ant eater. But before killing the ant 
eater a leopard sutters much, for the 
ant eater inflicts deadly wounds on the 
body of the leopard with its sharp, 
strong claws. As a result, the 
leopard too may die in a few days. 
The ant eater guards its young 
zealously and any one who tries 
to lift a baby anteater will surely 
be attacked fiercely by the mother 
using her strong sharp claws, 
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‘The ‘Damanduva’ ant eater 
pictured alongside is a native 
of Vertezuela. It doesn't have a 
bushy tail but in other aspects 
it mostly resembles the giant 
ant eater. 

















7 Thee 
‘The ‘Pangolin’ is much small and 
“has scales all over its body. It eats the eggs 
of ants and termites besides the full grown 
insects, It is found in India and Africa. It 
_ sleeps during day and hunts at night. a 


























A bigger variety of the pangolin is about 180 cm 
Jong from head to tail The tail alone is 100 cm in length. 
It has curved strong claws. Though its eye 
sight and sense of hearing is poor, its sense 
of smell is very strong. Pangolins are 
generally tame and timid. 


Whenever it senses danger, a pangolin 
rolls up its body in the shape of a ball so 
tightly, that itis extremely difficult to 
unroll it by anyone other than itself, 

When it enters its dwelling 
which is usually an earthen hole, it 
shuts out the entrance by plugging 
it with its rolled up tail 

No animal can bite and cut 
through this tail plug! 

The word pangolin means a round 
ball like shape in Malay language. 


GOKULAN 
NOVEMBER ‘01 


‘The pangolin gives birth 
to one or two offsprings. 
Baby pangolins have 
softscales. The mother 
carries the baby on its tail 
during her wanderings. 





The scales of pangolins are 
made into rings. Many people 


believe that wearing this ring will 
relieve them of rheumatic pain and 


other disorders! 
SEER: 
Cs © 
BAS 























Armadillo is another kind of ant 
eater, This animal eats small insects 
and even tiny plants besides ants and 
termites, The giant armadillo is about 
90 cms in length. There are three other 


* Nine ring armadillo 

‘An armadillo has a strong 
armour built over its skeleton as 
in the case of a tortoise, But 
this armour has several 
scales built into itand 
it can also move 
unlike the shell of the 
tortoise. 











An armadillo yields several young ones at 
the same time. What is surprising is 
that the litter consists entirely 

of either males or females, 
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‘Aardvark is another form of anteater, Itis also 
‘commonly called ‘ant bear’ or ‘ground hog’ 
This is equipped with teeth in the jaws but there 
are no teeth in the front of the mouth. The 
tongue is flat and sticky. If seen by some 
one the aardvark runs swiftly and 
disappears. 







This spiked ant eater lives in 
South East Asia. Like the porcupine 
it has spikes all over and they be- 
come erect whenever it senses dan- 
‘ger. When it comes across enemies 





The hedgehog as itis called, has a bag 
‘on the underside ofits body and the young 
‘one snuggles in this and suckles milk 
it curls up to form a ball its tongue | from its mother. The spikes of the young 
is naturally elongated and sticky. _J one are soft but as it grows older the 
spikes harden. The mother will feel the discomfort at this time and 
the baby is sent out to tend for itselt 


‘This ant eater looks like a mongoose, but has broad stripes 







on its body. 

The smallest anteater known to us is the 
pygmy ant eater. This is very rarely seen for its 
entire world population is very small 
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PEN PALS 


Name : A.R. Shaikh 
Mohammed 

Age: 18 

Address : 22/1350, 
M.J. Street, Neelfield, | 
‘Vaniyambadi - 635 751 
Tamil Nadu. E-mail 
shaikh_arm@ yahoo.com 

Hobbies : Reading 
novels, travesting, 
photography and making 



























friends. 


Name : Ankita Sudhir 

Age: II 

Address : *Kripa’, B.G. Road, 
Nagakandi Paramba, 
Chakothukulam, 
West Hill, 
Calicut - 5 

Hobbies : Playing 


Name : C. 
Narthonaah 

Age: 14 

Address : 24/4, Puliyadi Street, 
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka. 

Hobbies : Reading Gokulam, 


collecting stamps. 


Name : Jiji P. Thomas 

Age: 14 

Address : 78-G, C.G.H. Complex 
‘Vasant Vihar, New Delhi - 110 057. 

Hobbies : Reading books, painting, 
playing, making friends, decorating and 
nature watch, 





GoKULAN 
NOVEMBER “OT 


Name: A. Prathiba 

Age: 15 

Address H.No.27/161-6, 
‘Vasanthpet, Prodattur town, Cuddapah 
(Dp, Andra Pradesh 


the organ, painting 
and collecting : 
stamps. CH 
oes 


Hobbies : Reading Gokulam and 
other story books, playing chess, 
writing stories, making friends and 
cyclit 





Name : M.S. Nachiammai 

Age: 12 

Address : 6, R.S.R. Flats, Bangaru 
‘Street, Saligramam, Chennai - 600 093. 

Hobbies : Playing badminton, 
watching TV., drawing and painting 
and cycling 


Name : Sandhya Mukundan 

Age : 15 

Address :29, Begee Apts, Gopalpur, 
PO. Sarkarpool, 24, Parganas (South) 
West Bengal - 743 382. 

Hobbies : Dancing, listening to 
ind making friends. 





Name : S. Suganya 

Age : 13 

Address : 36/6, Lake Road 2, 
Batticaloa, Sri Lanka 

Hobbies : Reading, watching T.V. 


Name : Saumil Vithalani 

Age : 14 

Address : ‘Vinesh’, Opp. Patel 
Boarding, Vageshwari Plot, Porbandar 
~ 360 575, Gujarat 








Hobbies : Swimming, reading 
Gokulam and cycling, 


Name : M. Akshatha 
Age: 15 
Address : 284, ‘Srinivasa’, 10th 





Cross, 2nd Stage. 
= 570 023. 

Hobbies : Gardening, making 
friends, writing poems and reading 
books. 


rampura, Mysore 





Name : PK, Sudarshan 

Age: 13 

Address : 5, Babu Rajendra Prasad 
Street, A-17, Abirami Apartments 
Chennai - 600 033, 

Hobbies : Reading, drawing, 
painting, cycling and playing cricket 
and badminton. 




















FOREIGN STAMPS | 


100 ALL DIFFERENT, ALL LARGE 
WHOLE WORLD, USED 
COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PACKET 
Rs.85/- BY MONEY ORDER. NOV.P.P 
ALL STAMPS ARE GENUINE AND 

CATALOGUED 


MANJUNATH BABU, GE 
10A, D3 D3 ROAD, 
BALARENGAPURAM, MADURAI - 625 009 
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GOKULAM 


Hi children! 

We are thrilled to note the over whelming response to the 
monthly gala contest. We thank our readers. The lucky winners of 
GALA CONTEST - 1 are 








1. Aparna Nautiyal, D. Anirudh, 
Mangalore, Karnataka Khammam, AP. 

2 SKSN.L. Tejawini, 4. J. Pratyusha, 
Vizag, AP. Salem, Tamil Nadu. 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
+ There will be a contest every month. 
4 Four lucky winners will receive a set of books worth Rs.250/- each, fram 
Scholastic India (P) Ltd. 
# Fill in the form on the next page and mail it to us. 
‘ Striely for school going children. 
‘¢ Any number of entries can be sent by you, but no photocopies. 
¢ All details asked for in the form must be filled in and complete, 
Entries without complete details will be rejected. 

‘¢ Use a ball point pen to write. Write neatly and clearly 
+ The person with an ‘all-correct’ entry is the winner 
If there are more than one ‘all-correct’ entries, 
then the lucky winner/s will be decided by a 
draw of lot, from out of the all correct entries 
# The books will be sent to you direct by 
Scholastic India (Put) Ltd. Their decision with 

the choice of books is final 

# The last date for receiving entries for each 

contest will be mentioned in the entry 
form 





































GOKULAM- CEEIEINEE 


GALA CONTEST - 2 
ENTRY FORM 





Last Date : 15.11.2001 
























































Name 
Age 
School 
Class 
Residential 
Address ee 
Pincode 
Signature o eer 7 
This is a letterchange contest, The 
(ol P | first word is given for you. 
Thereafter, change only one letter 
and form a new word every time, 
using the clues given below : 
A string instrument 
Not soft 
A piece of cardboard/thick paper 
A thin rope 
Not hot 
Wash, dry and 
What we eat 
Mail to 
Editor, 
Gokulam (English), 
47, Jawaharlal Nehru 
Ekkaduthangal, CHENNAI - 600 097. 
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hen the children exchanged 

it all seemed like a dream. 
All that had happened the previous 
night. 

“Let's stay together” whispered 
Anu, as they got ready to walk. 

Mr. Balbir came to see them off. 
His eyes fell on young Tanvir and 
he gave him a cold stare as if to 
warn him. Viki held Tanvir's hand 
in support. 

For a few hours 
after they reached the 
village on the other 
side of the small hill, 
the children were lost 
in their project. They 
soon forgot all about 
the tiger, its mouth 
and Mr. Balbir. All 
that they spoke about 
was health and 
hygiene. 

Ms. Meera spoke 
to them during lunch. 
They were near a 








stream, under the 
hade of trees 
“Children, we start 


walking back to our f 
tents in an hours 

time. You can look 
around if you like 

until then or choose 

to take a nap here 

like me. Stay in groups 
and don't go very far or 
you might get lost 
Remember I am not 
going to wait a minute 
longer than an hour” 


ADVENTURE 


Ms. Meera got ready for her nap. 


nu, Viki and Tanvir were 

thrilled to be by themselves. 

‘Let's go for a walk” said 
‘Anu. They started walking along the 
stream. They would have walked for 
about ten minutes when they realised 
that the sound of the water suddenly 
became louder. The stream wound 
its way around the trees and dropped 
down a slope like a tiny waterfall. 


<3 oe 


CAMP 


—— FINAL PART —— 
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The children too stepped down and walked along the path of the stream. 
They could not see the others now, for, they were at a lower level. 
“How beautiful this place looks” admired Anu. “A perfect picnic spot 
Quiet and peaceful 
‘Remember what Ms, Meera told us. Let's not go too far. And I don’t 
want to get lost” reminded Viki. He was always cautious. 


hey soon came to a small clearing. 
There were not many trees here 

and the sun shone on the rocks. 

A boy, about their age they 





thought, was sitting on a rock holding a stick. At a distance 
were a few sheep. 
“[ am sure this boy is from the village. He must be here 
to graze his sheep” observed Viki 
“[ feel really sorry for these children. Hardly any 






See 


clothes to wear. How skinny this boy looks. My! 
Aren't we fortunate?” remarked Anu. 

“Let's try talking to him” said Tanvir. The little 
boy seemed frightened and almost took to his heels 
when he saw the three children approach him. 
However, he stopped when Anu gave him a bar of 
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chocolate. 

The boy did not talk much. He 
only responded through nods and 
gestures, The children soon learnt 
that the boy's family lived in the 
village for over fifteen years - his 
grand parents and parents, His 
name was Takur and he seemed to 
know the area around the village. 

‘The same thought occured to the 
three children. Would this boy know 
anything about Tiger Mouth? Would 
there be a place around by that 
name? Any picture or carving? 

‘The conversation began. Tanvir 
spoke to Takur slowly and softly. He 
mentioned the words Tiger Mouth 
a couple of times. The children 
even drew the picture of a tiger on 
the ground. 

(On seeing the picture, Takur's 
eyes brightened. He seemed excited 
and waved to the children asking 
them to follow him. What 
excitement! 





them to a rock - past the clearing 
and over the rocks. The rock 
was fairly big and was blocking the 


I n about five minutes Takur led 


‘arge Lady: Tam very annoyed 
with that weighing machine, 

Friend: Why's that? 

Large Lady: I stepped on it, and it 
said ‘one person at a time please.” 
~S. Sujan, Chennai 





entrance to what seemed like a 
small cave. 

The children stared first at the 
rock and then at each other, rubbing 
their eyes in total disbelief. For, on 
the rock, was a carving of a tiger 
~ it's face - with the mouth wide 

! 

“Tiger Mouth... tiger mouth...” 
repeated Takur terribly pleased with 
himself. He knew that the children 
were happy to have been brought 
here. 

“Got it” they screamed. “This 
must be where the treasure is. The 
‘mouth’ could well refer to the 
mouth of the cave” analysed Tanvir. 

‘Tanvir spoke to Takur once again 
and asked him if he knew what was 
behind the rock. Takur blushed as 
he nodded to say he didn't. 

“We will never be able to move 
this rock by ourselves. We need 
help” said Anu. “But look at the 
time. Ms. Meera would be searching 
for us. She's going to be real 
angry.” 

“Right then. Atleast, we are quite 
sure that the treasure is hidden 
here. May be we could come back 
tonight to..." remarked Tanvir, 

Viki interrupted him quickly, "No, 
no, never. It's too risky Tanvir. 
Don't be too adventurous”, he said. 

“I agree with Viki too. This once, 
just this once, you listen to us 
Tanvir, Will you?” requested Anu. 

The children just about made it. 
The others were getting ready to 
walk back. “Look! just walk slowly 
and stay right behind the others, I 
‘am going to peep into the shed on 
the way back, just in case...” 





“Come on you three! Always 
talking aren’t you?” shouted Ms. 
Meera. 


hen Tanvir peeped into 

the shed through the 

keyhole, he was in for a 
surprise, There was a man inside, 
standing near the chest of drawers. 
But he was bald and was smoking. 
The man turned a litle and picked 
up something from the box near the 
drawers. Tanvir could just get a 
glimpse of his face. It was not Mr, 
Balbir. But what was this man doing 
here! Tanvir soon got the answer, 

‘The man patted his head many 
times and hey presto! - hair appeared 
on his head! 

He patied his face now and wore 
something over it. He then fixed the 
moustache too and Tanvir could 
now see Mr. Balbir. Tanvir shivered 
in fright, He understood all now. 
Many things began to fall into place. 
But how he wished he had Viki 
beside him! 

Tanvir took to his heels as the 
man started “walking towards the 
door. He had not expected him to 
do this all of a sudden! He raced 
ahead, even ahead of Viki and Anu. 
But Viki caught him just in time. 
Tanvir kept turning back to see if 
Mr,, Balbir followed him - Had he 
seen him he wondered 

Both Anu and Viki held his hand. 
“Be calm Tanvir. Relax, what 
happened? You're sweating so much 
and you look pale and frightened” 

‘Tanvir was still gasping for breath, 
“Listen. We have no time to lose, 
Mr. Balbir is an imposter. Our guess 








“Are we 
poisonous?” 
“Why?” 
“just bit my li 
+S. Sujan, Chennai - 17 


supposed to be 





‘was right, Ill go to the police and 
you stay with the group. Ms, Meera 
is sure to miss us if we all went. 
Only if she asks for me, you tell 
her all that happened. It is best to 
be quiet otherwise, because even if 
Mr. Balbir has the slightest hint, 
he'll try to escape. Oh! I'm glad he 
didn't see me! Go on now and don't 
you worry about me. I'll be fine” 
said Tanvir as he walked away 
quietly, 


he police arrived in a short 
while. A thorough search was 
made in Mr. Balbir’s house 
and the shed, Ms. Meera was 
shocked to hear that so much had 
happened. She was at first angry 
with them but glad that nothing had 
gone wrong. “I am, very proud of 
you" she said, The other children 
crowded around the heros 
bombarding them with questions. 
The inspector brought Mr. Balbir 
forward ~ hand cuffed and ready to 
be taken to prison, Mr. Balbir hung 
his head in shame. How he hated 
these children now! And how he 
regretted having spoken to them 
about the treasure in the first place! 
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“This man here is a criminal. He 
has been in the ‘wanted’ list for 
over a year now. We have been 
searching all over the villages and 
towns around here. His name is 
Mangu and he belongs to a larger 
gang that ‘is involved in several 
crimes, Thanks to you adventurous 
boys, we were able to nab him 
today.” 

“You nosey pokes! Did I not 
warn you to stay away from that 
shed? Why did you...” Mr. Balbir or 


rather Mangu was very irritated, 

“You owe the explanation you 
idiot, Not them. What have you 
been doing here?” ordered the 


inspector. 
“[ came to this village just 


M cover a year ago. | knew that 


the then landlord, Mr. Balbir's father, 
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angu had to explain now. 


was very rich. I decided to work for 
him and planned to loot his money. 
I became close to him like a 
confidant you know” began Mangu 
proudly and continued. “But I did 
not expect the landlord to die all 
of a sudden. Since | was present 
near him at the time he spake to 
Mr. Balbir, 1 knew about some 


treasure.” 

“Where is Mr. Balbir then? Have 
you kidnapped him and kept him 
imprisoned? You must have got that 

paper from him then" 





reasoned Viki, 
“And you 
disguised yourself as Mr. Balbir and 
have been cheating all the villagers 
since then, haven't you?” Anu did 
not like Mangu at all! 

“But why did you tell us all about 
the treasure then?" asked Ms. Meera, 

“That ma'am? Children are clever 
you know. They are very smart. We 
men may be strong but they... they 
are clever. I thought they would lead 





me to the treasure. And looking at 
them, I am sure they have found 
it. Haven't you?” 

“We think we have. But we are 
not sure,” said Tanvir. Then between 
the three of them, they narrated all 
that had happened during the trek, 

“That's why I could not find the 
treasure! Because of the recent 
fights between the villagers, 
communication and movement 
between the villages have been cut 
off. But honestly, | never thought 
the treasure could be there.” said 
Mangu sounding angry and 
disappointed. 

“Shut up! You lead us to Mr. 
Balbir now, straight away" ordered 
the inspector as he frisked Mangu 
aside. 

With two policemen accompany: 
ing them, the children had the 
privilege of visiting the "tiger mouth" 
again. The treasure chest was soon 
dug out from inside the cave 

The chest was locked and the 
policemen made all arrangements 
for it to be carried back to the 


house. 

Mr. Balbir looked weak and thin. 
However, he was very happy. He 
was all praise for the children and 
decided to give them a cash reward. 
Mangu ofcourse was in prison. 


t the grand gala dinner late 
that night, (no one was hungry 
‘ofcourse) Anu spoke on behalf 

of the children, 

“We did have a bit of luck while 
experiencing this adventure, But we 
are very happy that we were able 
to do this for Mr. Balbir. We thank 
him for the reward but we have 
decided to donate the amount back 
to this village - for improving its 
condition.” she said, as she returned 
the box of cash to Mr, Balbir 

“Three cheers for Viki, Tanvir 
and Anu” cheered the other children 
“And three cheers for Ms. Meera 
for bringing us here!” 

+ Concluded 


+ S. Bharath, 
SIES College, Mumbai 





Coming up Next 


“The children had found the History lesson very inte 


ting... The teacher 





had told'them all about the fort located in the forests surrounding the village. 
‘The fort had a network of underground tunnels and there were rumours of great 
treasures buried in the chambers of the fort.” 

Did the children visit this fort? Were they lost? Did they escape? How? What 


did they see in the fort? 


Wait till you read 


Lost in a Fort” 


-ASi 





by L. Balasubramaniam 
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“The hobby of kings and the king 
of hobbies” — philately or stamp 
collection as it is better known, is the 
most interesting and widespread hobby. 
If you are just starting acollection, here 
are some goody goody tips for you. 

‘You can start by buying a large All- 
World packet of stamps of 200 or more, 
according to the amount you want to 
invest. You can also go about asking 
your friends or relatives for stamps, But 
the best way to start collecting stamps 
is to look for them in the mail you 
receive. When you have a fairly large 
collection, you start exchanging 
them, 

Do not stick the stamps in books, 
‘You can purchase a stamp album and 
use hinges to stick them, Some 
books have ‘pockets’ for you to 
slide the stamp inside, You can 
havea separate ‘stock book’ where 
you can store the stamps before 
you classify and stick. 

Be extremely careful while 
separating the stamps from the 
envelopes. In fact, never attempt 
to tear them. Cut out the stamps 
carefully along with the 
‘envelope paper. Soak them in 
water for a few minutes, You 





TIPS ON: 
PHILATELY 
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will now be able to separate the stamps 
very easily from their respective 
envelopes. Be careful when you do this 
because the stamps might tear since 
they are wet. Dry the stamps using & 
small handkerchief or a thin towel. You 

may wipe them very gently or just 





















them to dry. Once the 
stamps are dry, you ean 


place them 
carefully 
between the 


pages of a fat, 
heavy book so 
that they get 





evened out. You can then 
transfer them into your stock book or 
your album. 

Stamps with their ends tom off have 
no philatelic value. Fiscally used or 
forged stamps too have no value in 
collections. But, obsolete, demonetized 
and minted stamps have got a lot of 
value. Overprinted and Surcharged 
stamps have a lot of value too. 

For your information — 

Fis 











lly used stamps 
in receipts 


stamps used 


Forged stamps — reproduction of 
existing stamps by unauthorised people 

Obsoletes — no longer available at 
the post office counter 

Demonetized — obsolete and not 
valid for use 

Minted — in unused condition with 
full gum 

(Overprinted — stamps of one country 
‘overprinted for use in another country 

Surcharged — alteration of postal 
value of stamps 


A GUIDE 
MOUNTING 


Some countries print their names in 





their native languages on stamps, The 


following list may be of help to you. 


Afghanes — Afghanistan 
Escuelas — Venezuela 
Espana — Spain 
Helvetia — Switzerland 


Hrvatska — Croatia 
Magyar — Hungary 
Nederland — Holland, 
Norge — Norway 
P.C.C.P—Russia 


Persia 





Polska — Poland 
Sverige — Sweden 


Valles D’ Andorre — Andorra 


- S. Srinivas Bhaskar, 
Habsiguda, HYDERABAD 
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0, tall and lean, We really feel quite happy 





Running very fast in the forest 8. Durga, ity 
Ben St. Mary’s Senior 
Eating only grass and leaves, how Secondary School, Mayur 
doyoufeel? Vihar Phase - 111, Dethi. 
Is that enough for your moming 
meal? 


Seeing you jump about all thru 
the day, 





E STRONG 


‘The world is full of competition 
We have to compete. 
‘We are not here to play, 
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And heavy loads to lift, 

Be not lazy, work with a song, 

‘The job is big and the way is long, 

Face it with courage, be strong. 

Remember, we have to walk very long, 
- Ladika S. Dave, Age 15, 
St. Aloysius High School, 

‘Thane 
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SONG OF 
UNITY 


Trees are many, the grove is one Pages are many, the book is one 
Branches are many, the tree is one Nations are many, the world is one 
Shotes are many, the sea is one Freedom fighters are many, the goal 
Limbs are many, the body is one is one, 





Bodies are many, the self is one S. Yuvaraj, Age 15, Std. XB, 
Stars are many, the sky is one St. Josephs’ Indian High School, 


Flowers are many, the honey is one Bangalore 


Coitdren are like roses, 
Loved by the masses. 
We children of today 
Should find out a way 
For all children to gain 
knowledge 
By going through school and 
college. 
Children’s effort should never 
cease 
Until they've established 


WA peers 
W xy \ \ 
xe 
global peace. 
- Archana Balakrishnan, Age 14, 
PSBBSSS, A.W.H.O., Chennai-93 
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GRANDMA WORM 


Dear Grandma, 
We started a book 
club in our home and 
invited friends. The 
library is great but 
under utilised. Moreover we don’t have 
the time to run it. How are we to solve 
this problem? 
~ Swati Soren, 
Ramagundam, A.P. 





Dear Swat 

Books are very costly today and as 
such a book club is a great social 
service. So don't give up the project for 
want of time. Itis a pity that the reading 
habit is on the decline, the foremost 
reason being television. Go around 
your colony; talk to people about the 






UNDER UTILISED? 


importance of reading books; inform 
them that a book club is available for 
their use and ask for subscriptions. 
‘Once someone pays for a facility he or 
she will definitely make use of it. The 
‘subscriptions can be utilised for buying 
‘more books. Consult members on their 
preferentbes and try to satisfy them 10 
the maximum extent possible. Most 
important : Keep proper accounts and 
submit it for the scrutiny of members 
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periodically. 


When do we get the participation 
certificate from Gokulam? 
- S. Subramanian, 
Mumbai 
Dear Subramanian, 
Gokulam believes in 
kindling the creativity and 
writing skill ofits readers. 
Any contribution by a ] 
young reader if and 
when published gets a 
participation certifi- 
cate in addition to a royalty payment 
and a free issue of Gokulam, Royalty 
payments and participation centficates 
tare not sent for letters to the Editor; 
questions 10 ‘grandma worm’ and 
‘Hello doctor’ etc. Jokes, articles, po- 
‘ems, short sto- 
ing in VII stan- 10 BE 
dard. Iwas very 
thin till recently. But now a days I am 
putting on weight and look fat. I skip 


«and 


lige! 


2, 
Uae 





ries and serials 
are eligible. 


1am study- 












very day and eat little, Please give me 
solution, 
- Ankita Sudhir, Kozhikode 

Dear Ankita, 

Itisquite common for boys and girls 
10 put on weight at a particular age. It 
ispart of the growing process, But your 
weight should be in tune with your 
height 

Over weight will lead to other 
problems. Check with your family 
doctor and findout how much over 
weight you are and try to reduce by 
dieting and exercise. Dieting is not 
starvation. You can eat even four times 
4a day but only to fill ¥2 or % of your 
stomach. Don't over load. Drink 
sufficient water. Avoid sweet and fatty 
{foods like ice creams chocolates etc. 
Go light on fried dishes. Eat more 


SLIM AND 


vegetables and fruits, Walk briskly for 
40 minutes daily. If after a month or 
two you still do not reduce, you will 
have to undergo a thorough medical 
examination. 





don’t get good marks in Marathi. I 
have just started studying it. When 
asked to write a composition for ten 
marks I could write only six lines. 
Please help me. 

+ Ritika Singh, Mumbai 


Dear Ritika, 

Since you say that you have just 
started studying Marathi, I presume it 
isnot your mother tongue and that you 
are beginning to learn the language of 
the region in which you live, The easiest 
way to learn a language is to talk t0 
people whose mother tongue it is. 
You'll find many Marathi neighbours 
who will be happy to converse with you 
to improve your vocabulary. Next, read 
simple story books in Marathi, written 


BEAUTIFUL 


{for tiny tots and gradually improve 
‘your standard and the standard of the 
books you read. As for composition 
there are two aspects. First, think for 
afew minutes on the subject and decide 
‘on what to say, Then put down your 
thoughts, in the most easy to under- 
stand form, using simple words and 
sentences. Practise writing daily until 
you master the art 

Love, 
Grandma worm 
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JUST A MINUTE 





WAR AGAINST 


Ties wy TERRORISM! 


USA. and Britain, 

have commenced their war against terrorism, 
Terrorist Camps in Afganisthan are being 
pounded night and day, 

The terrorist hide outs, ammunition 
dumps and airports are being mapped by spy 
satellites. Stealth bombers as well as missiles, 
hither targets accurately. But even the most 
advanced weapons of destruction cannot 
prevent innocent lives being lost, The latest 
attack on Afganistan is: no exception and 
military strategists are aware ofthis 

But then, was not the attack on the twin 
towers ofthe world trade centre in New York, 
1 mass murder of ordinary citizens? Yes, it 
was. Thousands of people who had nothing 
to do with the politics of terrorism fost their 
lives. twas an attack on world economy too. 
But an eye for an eye policy is not going to 
help anybody. It wil result only in increasing 


hatred and misery and 
will not bring peace. 
“This is not a war 
against Islam; it is @ 
war only against 


terrorism’, reiterate 
British and American 


leaders. But many 

political analysts are 

afraid that the world 

Will get ivided into 

= Muslim nations and 

‘non-musiim nations, as 

4 result of this conflict. The food and 

medicines dropped in Afganistan immediately 

after the bombings have resulted only in 

flaring up of anger and have not yielded any 

appreciation, The sympathy that U.S.A 

received from counties all, 

over the world immediately 

ater the September 11th 
‘massacre has now dried up. 






Aberica wanted the Taliban to hand over 
‘Osama Bin Laden to them so that he can be 
tried in a court of justice, But unfortunately 
‘the Taliban was adamant and that is the main 
reason for this war escalating. The net result 
Would be that the economy of many countries 
including that of India will be in doldrums. 
All of us will have to bear the burden of this 
‘war in more ways than one, 

Action against terrorism isa mus, noone 
would doy this, Butt could be done more 
ingeniously with the active and well planned 
‘co-operation of all democratic countries. May 
this war end soon and may peace prevail. May 
the world be a safe and beautiful place for 
people olive in, Believe me, your prayers 
and mine will certainly have an effect. 

- Editor 
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